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❖ What does the city’s form actually mean to 
the people who live there? 

❖ What can the city planner do to make the 
city’s image more vivid and memorable to 
the city dwellers? 



Kevin Lynch  
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Kevin Lynch found that there are five basic elements which 

people use to construct their mental image of a city:
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Paths are the channels along which the observer moves. They may 

be streets, walkways, transit lines, canals, railroads.

-Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City.



Edges are the linear elements not used as paths by the observer. 

They are the boundaries and linear breaks in continuity: shores, 

railroad cuts, edges of development, walls.

- Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City



Districts are the medium-to-large sections of the city which the observer 

mentally enters "inside of," and which are recognizable as having some 

common, identifying character.

- Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City



Nodes are points, the strategic spots in a city into which an observer 

can enter, and which are the intensive foci to and from which he is 

traveling. They may be primarily junctions or concentrations.

- Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City



Landmarks are another type of point-reference, but in this case the 

observer does not enter within them, they are external. They are 

usually a rather simply defined physical object: building, sign, store, 

or mountain.

- Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City.



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



The Image of The City 

September 2, 2019Soma A. Kareem



Urban Spaces
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Thank you for your attention…
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